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Center for Nanotechnology in Society
University of California, Santa Barbara


www.cns.ucsb.edu
  


News Clips 
November 16-30, 2011


Announcement: Please find attached a call for applications for an open Academic
Coordinator position at CNS-UCSB. The deadline for primary consideration is Dec. 29,
2011.


Top Deck


What the nation's (& world's) top papers, news wires and sources have been saying about
nanotechnology


'Micro': Crichton's Larger Than Life Nanotech Novel
NPR
Nov. 16
Alan Cheuse


"Three years ago this month, Crichton, the 6-foot-9-inch genius M.D. who never practiced medicine but
instead went into the novel-writing and movie- and TV show-making business, died from cancer at the
age of 66."


New contact lens to display images in front of wearer's eyes
Deutsche Welle (Germany)
Nov. 22


"Projecting real-time information across a person's field of vision is about to become possible, thanks to
a team of American and Finnish scientists who have developed a prototype of a computerized contact
lens."


Graphene Foam Sensors Cheaply Detect Trace Particles in Air Ten Times Better Than Current Tech


Popular Science
Nov. 23
Clay Dillow
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The Center for Nanotechnology in Society (CNS), an NSF national research center in the 
Institute for Social, Behavioral and Economic Research at University of California at Santa Barbara, 
focused on the study of societal issues relating to new technologies, invites applications for an 
Academic Coordinator II at 75% time.  
 
The Director of Education Programs and Communication (DEPC) will collaborate with CNS 
leadership to design, organize, and implement all aspects of the CNS Education, Outreach, and 
Communication programs. These include: internal educational programs for CNS participants, 
especially interns, graduate students and postdoctoral researchers; public outreach programs 
addressing campus, local, national, and international audiences; program evaluation; and publicity 
programs. The DEPC will also play an active role in CNS development activities.  
 



To fulfill these responsibilities, the CNS Director of Education Programs and Communication will 
collaborate with UCSB faculty, graduate and undergraduate students from the humanities, social 
sciences, sciences, and engineering disciplines. The DEPC will be required to understand the needs 
and goals of researchers from these diverse disciplinary traditions, and will partner with on-campus 
offices and organizations to best serve program participants. The DEPC will work closely with 
education and outreach components of key on and off-campus partner organizations. The DEPC 
will generate scholarly publications and conference presentations to disseminate the work of the 
CNS. The DEPC must possess strong oral and written communication skills, and experience in 
university teaching, grant writing, and publicizing academic programs and events. Some travel is 
required. A Ph.D. in a social science or humanities field, and experience working on issues related to 
the societal impacts of new technologies, are strongly preferred. The CNS DEPC will work 
independently with general supervision by CNS Director, Prof. Barbara Herr Harthorn, CNS 
Education Director, Prof. Miriam Metzger, and the CNS Executive Committee, on which the 
DEPC will serve in an ex officio capacity.  More information about CNS is available at 
http://cns.ucsb.edu/. 
 
Applicants must possess an advanced professional degree (Ph.D.) in social sciences, science 
communication, or education and experience in public higher education arenas and be interested in 
the societal issues posed by new technologies. Demonstrated competence in program 
administration, evaluation and writing is desirable.  Salary dependent on qualifications and level of 
experience.   
 
Interested candidates should submit a cover letter highlighting relevant experience, a CV, a writing 
sample, and a list of at least three references to Dr. Barbara Herr Harthorn, CNS/ISBER MC: 2150, 
UCSB, Santa Barbara, CA 93106-2150 or harthorn@cns.ucsb.edu. Email submission is preferable.   
 
The Center is especially interested in candidates who can contribute to the diversity and excellence 
of the academic community through research, teaching and service. UCSB is an Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer.  
 
Position open until filled; for primary consideration, please submit all materials by Dec. 29, 2011. 
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"Nanotechnology as a discipline is bleeding-edge cool, but so often we hear more about its amazing
potential than its practical application."


**A series of articles from the U.K. Guardian, Nov. 25**


Little things, big impact
Alok Jha


"Nanoscience provides such a powerful toolkit for scientists, it is now used to solve problems in
everything from medicine and chemical engineering to space science."


Aiming for clinical excellence
James Brooks


"Nanomedicine offers great promise for the future, especially the mixing of diagnostic and therapeutic
capabilities in healthcare."


Nanofactories - a future vision
Penny Sarchet


"Molecular nanotechnology could allow us to build the products we need with the sort of precision that
right now only nature can do."


Essential matter
Penny Sarchet


"In difficult economic times the political will to tackle climate change has taken a back seat but, as
Penny Sarchet reports, many new nanomaterials offer a cheap and effective solution to our
environmental and energy concerns."


We must share knowledge so we can minimise risks
Mark Morrison


"Definitions and consensus on what is a nanomaterial, although a dry subject, are critical to make
progress."


Bring on the benefits
Jheni Osman


"From non-smelly socks to earthquake-sensing wallpaper and thinner TVs, nanomaterials can
contribute to almost every walk of life."
                     


On Deck


What local sources are reporting


  
Marshall Study: Efficiency Additive Linked to Liver Damage
The State Journal (West Va.)
Nov. 17
Taylor Kuykendall


"A new study from Marshall University found that a common additive to diesel fuels intended to
increase fuel economy is capable of traveling to the lungs where it can cause serious health effects."
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Sunscreen Today, Dinner Tomorrow?
New Haven (CT) Independent
Nov. 21
Gwyneth K. Shaw


"Super-small zinc oxide is in sunscreen, boat paint and other products that end up in rivers, oceans
and the public water supply. What do these minuscule particles mean for marine life - and what might
that tell us about effects up the food chain?"


'Pacing' And Progress
New Haven (CT) Independent
Nov. 24
Gwyneth K. Shaw


"When lawmakers wrote the Clean Water Act in 1972, pollution was essentially defined as coming out
of a pipe and into a waterway. Nearly 30 years later, that's still the rule - while fertilizer-laden runoff
and other obvious sources of toxins are dealt with differently.


Nano press
What nanotechnology related publications are reporting


Inhaled nanoparticles deliver potent anticancer cocktail to lung tumors and block resistance
Nanowerk
Nov. 16


"An ideal treatment for lung cancer would be one that could be inhaled deep into lung tissue where it
would deliver tumor-killing agents that would then largely stay in the lungs, avoiding the toxicities that
limit the effectiveness of today's lung cancer therapies."


Clear-tone Uses Nanotechnology to Protect Hearing Aids from Moisture
Nanowerk
Nov. 17


"Many hearing aid users have experienced the frustration of having their hearing aids malfunction and
become damaged due to moisture and perspiration. One Tulsa company is employing nanotechnology
to solve the problem."


Also noted by Tulsa World.


Fighting Parkinson's with carbon nanoparticles
Nanowerk
Nov. 28


"One of the problems affecting the human nervous system is dopamine deficiency. But testing of
dopamine concentration is costly and requires sophisticated equipment not available in a doctor's
office."


Research probes potential link between cancer and zinc oxide nanoparticles in consumer products
Nanowerk
Nov. 29


"A study led by a group of Nanyang Technological University (NTU) researchers has found that a
chemical commonly used in consumer products can potentially cause cancer."
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Other (science) issues related to nanotechnology


Nanoscale LEDs make optical data transfers 2,000 times more efficient than lasers
The Verge
Nov. 17
Jamie Keene


"Researchers from Stanford University have taken a big step forward in the development of light-based
communications in computer chips."


Nanowrinkles, nanofolds yield strange hidden channels
EurekAlert
Nov. 22
Richard Lewis


"Wrinkles and folds are ubiquitous."


FDA nanomaterial draft guidance means pointless extra regulation, say experts
InFarma Technologist
Nov. 22
Natalie Morrison


"FDA draft guidance defines nanoparticles too broadly and could result in APIs being categorised as
nanomaterials, industry said."


Nanotechnology's first big aerospace application may be in paint
Flight Global
Nov. 24
Dan Thisdell


"Nanotechnology is an umbrella term referring to the manipulation of materials on the scale of
nanometres, or billionths of a metre."
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