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The next generation of threats

February 24, 2007
MUCH INK has been spilt extolling the latest progress made in recognizing the second- and third-most serious threats facing mankind and the planet.

… Yet there is an even more urgent danger. Besides chemical and biological weapons, we are now seeing advances in the fields of genetics, nanotechnology, and robotics (so-called GNR technologies ) that threaten destruction even more horrific than that of atomic devices or climate change.

http://www.boston.com/news/globe/editorial_opinion/oped/articles/2007/02/24/the_next_generation_of_threats/
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February 22, 2007

New report slams nanotechnology in cosmetics

Things could get ugly for investors who ignore glaring health risks in the cosmetics industry, warns a new report from the Investor Environmental Health Network (IEHN), which represents 20 investment organizations with $22 billion in assets under management. A powerful convergence of forces - including shareholder resolutions, improved health risk information, European and U.S. regulatory changes and growing consumer pressure -- could drive sweeping changes in the U.S. personal care and cosmetics industry, with significant implications for investors, according to IEHN.

http://www.nanowerk.com/news/newsid=1505.php
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February 23, 2007

Nanotechnology for Sustainability: Key Opportunities for Energy Saving, Few for New Energy Generation – Report

The increasing desire for energy independence in the face of growing global competition for oil, Middle Eastern political instability and concerns over carbon emissions is causing many energy companies to look for technological solutions. 
A new report from Cientifica, “Nanotechnologies for the Energy Markets” indicates that the primary impact of nanotechnologies will be in more efficient use of existing resources rather than the creation of new supplies from solar and hydrogen based technologies. 

http://nanotechwire.com/news.asp?nid=4362
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February 26, 2007

Nanotechnology and the Future of Renewable Energy

Nanotechnology operates at such a fundamental level that there is very little of a technological nature that it will not impact. Thus its effects on energy generation, transmission, storage and consumption are numerous and diverse. Some will be incremental and some quite possibly revolutionary. 

Rather than trying to sketch the whole landscape, a few examples will hopefully illustrate the variety.
http://www.renewableenergyaccess.com/rea/news/reinsider/story?id=47553
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February 23, 2007

Green chemistry can make nanotechnology mature, UO professor says

Hutchison aims to reduce environmental and health concerns

The safest possible future for advancing nanotechnology in a sustainable world can be reached by using green chemistry, says James E. Hutchison, a professor of chemistry at the University of Oregon. 

"Around the world, there is a growing urgency about nanotechnology and its possible health and environmental impacts," Hutchison said in his talk Feb. 18 during a workshop at the annual meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. "There is a concern that these issues will hinder commercialization of this industry."
http://www.bendweekly.com/Science/3042.html
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University of Iowa researcher cites need for a 'small view' of the environment

February 24, 2007

By thinking small, scientists can solve big environmental problems. 
That is the message University of Iowa researcher Vicki H. Grassian delivered to colleagues Sunday, Feb. 18, at the 2007 Annual Meeting of the American Association for the Advancement of Science in San Francisco. She urged them to take a molecular view in order to understand problems, find solutions and move the country toward a sustainable society. 
http://nanotechwire.com/news.asp?nid=4366
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February 23, 2007
EPA's Nanotechnology White Paper May Bridge Industry and Regulators, Says Texas Toxicologist

HOUSTON -- The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's white paper on Nanotechnology ( ) offers the industry and a chief regulatory agency a chance to work together to define ground rules for future development, said Dave Hobson, chief science officer for nanoTox(TM), a Houston-based testing firm.

Hobson described the document as "forward looking" in its recommendations.

"The white paper shows a proactive and positive position on furthering the development of the industry and protecting the environment," said Hobson. "The EPA appears to realize that it cannot do this job alone, without industry involvement."

http://www.earthtimes.org/articles/show/news_press_release,65333.shtml
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February 25, 2007

India poised for breakthrough in nanotechnology

The tree day Indo-US Shared Vision Workshop on Soft Quantum & Nano Computing (SQUAN-2007) workshop in Agra, India, came to a conclusion on Sunday. Indo-US collaboration in broadening the horizons of research in nano and quantum computing will open up new frontiers to speed up data transmission processes and unravel the mysteries of nature, said experts at a seminar here.

The workshop is in the process of producing a shared vision document that will be submitted to the government and lay the foundation of a future partnership between the two countries in this vital sector.

http://www.nanowerk.com/news/newsid=1514.php
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February 24, 2007

Pakistan, US to expand science and technology ties

ISLAMABAD -- Cooperation between Pakistan and the United States in science and technology is set to expand manifold in terms of funding as well as areas of mutual cooperation.

In recently concluded talks between the two countries, Islamabad has offered to increase its share to $15 million from the already committed $3.5 million in the science and technology cooperation programme, The News has learnt.

http://www.thenews.com.pk/daily_detail.asp?id=44421
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February 22, 2007

Emerging Trends and Forecasts in the Worldwide Nanotechnology Market

LYON, France--Reportlinker.com announces that a new market research report related to the world wide nanotechnology market is now available to its catalogue. 

The report provides an updated and detailed overview of the Nanotechnology market worldwide. It examines the emerging trends in the industry and provides exclusive forecasts- product wise and application wise. It includes the snapshots of different players in the industry, R&D spending in various countries and studies the patents in this technology.

http://home.businesswire.com/portal/site/google/index.jsp?ndmViewId=news_view&newsId=20070222005364&newsLang=en
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February 23, 2007

Lots of nanotechnology in roadmap of the 21st century

Here is our "slow newsday Friday" entry: You might already have seen Peter Pesti's compilation "Detailed Roadmap of the 21st Century" posted at the Georgia Tech website.
… There are quite a few nanotechnology relevant predictions in the list. Keep in mind what happened to this kind of predictions in the past ("flying cars" by 2001 etc.). Some are pretty far out, as might be expected from Kurzweil et. al., some are pretty realistic, especially the shorter term ones.

http://www.nanowerk.com/news/newsid=1511.php
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February 25, 2007

Discovery Park's nanoHUB site draws record simulation traffic, advances nanotech research
WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. -- The Network for Computational Nanotechnology at Purdue's Discovery Park is adding Internet-based simulation tools and luring record numbers of users to its free nanoHUB research Web site, according to Purdue officials.

…An Internet-based initiative, the nanoHUB serves as a resource for research and education in the areas of nanoelectronics and nanoelectromechanical systems and their application to nano-biosystems. In addition to online simulation services, nanoHUB's menu also includes courses, tutorials, seminars, discussions and facilities for collaboration in nanotechnology research.

http://www.lafayette-online.com/news/business/newsfiles/1172446064.shtml
