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Top Deck  

What the nation's (& world's) top papers, news wires and sources have been 
saying about nanotechnology. 
 
Nanotech sector lags other countries 
Business Standard (India) 
Dec. 9 
 
"The Nano Mission, the umbrella programme for capacity building in the field of 
nanotechnology in the country, aims to extend Rs 1,000 crore in funding to projects in 
the country over a period of five years. This translates into Rs 200 crore per annum." 
 
World's Smallest Battery with Anodes Built from a Single Nanowire 
IEEE Spectrum Nanoclast blog 
Dec. 10 
Dextern Johnson 
 
"If I have a crusade on this blog, it is to see nanotechnology bring the battery up to snuff 
with all the high-tech gadgets they need to power." 
 
Is There a Future for Nano-Enabled Lithium Ion Batteries in Electric Vehicles? 
IEEE Spectrum Nanoclast blog 
Dec. 14 
Dexter Johnson 
 
"We have seen recently some new breakthroughs in improving the lithium-ion (Li-ion) 
battery. These developments  combine the use of nanomaterials and nano-scale 
microscopy tools like the transmission electron microscope (TEM) to find ways of 

http://www.cns.ucsb.edu/
http://www.business-standard.com/india/news/%5Cnanotech-sector-lags-other-countries%5C/417636/
http://spectrum.ieee.org/nanoclast/semiconductors/nanotechnology/worlds-smallest-battery-with-anodes-built-from-a-single-nanowire
http://spectrum.ieee.org/nanoclast/semiconductors/nanotechnology/is-there-a-future-for-nanoenabled-lithium-ion-batteries-for-electric-vehicles


someday creating better Li-ion batteries." 
 
Nanotechnology for green vehicles 
Business Standard (India) 
Dec. 17 
Praveen Bose 
 
"With automotive manufacturers striving to match stricter emission norms set by 
regulatory authorities, they have begun considering nanotechnology as a necessity. 
With precise structuring and exceptional physical and mechanical properties, 
nanomaterial-based products have the potential to redefine energy and materials 
applications." 
 
U.S. researchers develop rapid diagnostic test for common type of pneumonia 
Xinhua (China) 
Dec. 15 
 
"University of Georgia researchers have developed a technique that can diagnose a 
common type of pneumonia within minutes, potentially replacing existing tests that can 
take several days for results."  

On Deck  

What Local Sources are Reporting 

 

What's 'Nano 2'? 
New Haven (CT) Independent 
Dec. 3 
Gwenyth K. Shaw 
 
"Where's nanotechnology going? What's worked over the last decade, and what still 
needs improvement? Where should the field be in 2020?" 
 
Washington U. scientist wins grant for 'bold' idea 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
Dec. 6 
Michele Munz 
 
"A Washington University scientist's idea to create a vaginal gel containing 
nanoparticles with bee venom that kill HIV and sperm recently won a grant for 'bold' and 
'unorthodox' ideas that could transform health in developing countries." 
 
NIOSH Proposes Exposure Limits for Carbon Nanotubes 
New Haven (CT) Independent 
Dec. 7 

http://www.business-standard.com/india/news/nanotechnology-for-green-vehicles/418525/
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Gwenyth K. Shaw 
 
"The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health has put out draft 
recommendations for protecting workers from carbon nanotubes and nanofibers, 
including the first exposure limit level for the tiny materials."  
 
NNI at 10: Where Next? 
New Haven (CT) Independent 
Dec. 8 
Gwenyth K. Shaw 
 
"The National Nanotechnology Initiative is celebrating its 10th anniversary, with a big 
conference in Washington that starts Thursday and a flurry of movement aimed at 
setting the pace for the next decade and beyond." 
 
A True 'Friend'? 
New Haven (CT) Independent 
Dec. 9 
Jim Motavalli 
 
"Nanotechnology could be seen as a 'Friend of the Earth,' since it's an aid to green 
energy applications from solar panels and wind turbines to batteries for electric cars. 
But the group called Friends of the Earth (FOE) doesn't see it that way. It has just 
issued a scathing report on nano climate and energy uses, calling them 'overheated 
promises and hot air.' " 
 
A Biotech Road Map? 
New Haven (CT) Independent 
Dec. 10 
Gwenyth K. Shaw 
 
"As U.S. and international regulators struggle to create a way to regulate the rapidly 
growing field of nanotechnology, lots has been made of what's not going to work-such 
as treating nanomaterials as self-contained entities like chemicals." 
 
U.S. must gird for war in very small places 
Washington (D.C.) Examiner 
Dec. 12 
James Jay Carafano 
 
"It was the 1950s, and the Air Force had a problem. 
 
The brass were responsible for building a new fleet of intercontinental ballistic missiles. 
But state-of-the-art electronics just didn't cut it. Even the most advanced circuits were 
too heavy, too big, and not nearly dependable enough." 
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Riverside opens mosquito disease research lab 
KPCC radio (Los Angeles) 
Dec. 13 
Steven Cuevas 
 
"A nanotechnology company has just opened a new research lab in San Bernardino. 
The scientists there will look for ways to curb the spread of mosquito-borne diseases." 
 
Another chance to weigh in 
New Haven (CT) Independent 
Dec. 14 
Gwenyth K. Shaw 
 
"As part of its ongoing update of the country's nanotechnology policy goals, the White 
House is again asking for public input on its National Nanotechnology Initiative. Last 
month, we saw the entire NNI plan; now, it's the environmental, health and safety piece 
that's open for review." 
 
Nanotech course at Whitesboro High School proves popular 
Utica (NY) Observer-Dispatch 
Dec. 14 
Daniel P. Bader 
 
"WHITESBORO - A Whitesboro High School science class recently worked through a 
lab experiment by observing whether water sticks to copper plates after those plates 
were exposed to different substances. 
 
Was it physics? Chemistry? Not exactly - it's more specialized than that. 
 
This is nanotechnology." 
 
 

Nano Press  

What nano-centered publications are reporting 

 
New Nano-Based Diagnostic Platform for Fast Sepsis Treatment 
Azonano 
Dec. 2 
 
"Blood poisoning can be fatal. If you suffer from sepsis, you used to have to wait as 
much as 48 hours for laboratory findings." 
 
NASA engineers develop 'blacker than black' nanotubes (w/ video) 
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PhysOrg 
Dec. 3 
 
"Black is black, right? Not so, according to a team of NASA engineers now developing a 
blacker-than pitch material that will help scientists gather hard-to-obtain scientific 
measurements or observe currently unseen astronomical objects, like Earth-sized 
planets in orbit around other stars." 
 
Subcommittee Chairman Expresses Strong Support for National Nanotechnology 
Initiative's Draft Strategic Plan 
Azonano 
Dec. 7 
 
"Today, [United States House of Representatives] Research and Science Education 
Subcommittee Chairman Dan Lipinski (IL-3) expressed his strong support for the 
National Nanotechnology Initiative's draft Strategic Plan, in particular its focus on 
ensuring that America's substantial investment in nanotech research and development 
is turned into new companies, products, and jobs." 
 
EU scientific committee publishes opinion on definition of nanomaterials 
Nanowerk 
Dec. 10 
 
"The EU Commission's Scientific Committee for Emerging and Newly Identified Health 
Risks (SCENIHR) has published a 46-page paper - Scientific Basis for the Definition of 
the Term 'nanomaterial' (pdf) - where it basically concludes that size should be the basis 
for the scientific definition of the term nanomaterials." 
 
Nanoparticles deliver one-two therapeutic punch to kill tumor cells 
Nanowerk 
Dec. 16 
 
"The standard approach to cancer therapy today is to mix and match chemotherapy 
drugs in order to attack tumors in multiple ways. Now, two separate teams of 
investigators have demonstrated that using nanoparticles to deliver multiple drugs 
simultaneously can produce a synergistic effect that boosts the cell-killing ability of both 
drugs." 

Other (science) issues related to nanotechnology  

 
IBM makes chip breakthrough using nano light technology 
Local Tech Wire.com 
Dec. 1 
Rick Smith 
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"RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK, N.C. - Researchers at IBM (NYSE: IBM) are using light 
on a nanotechnology scale in a breakthrough that they say will mean huge advances in 
semiconductor and computer speeds." 
 
Also noted by New Scientist. 
 
Nanotube material retains bounce at extreme 
RSC 
Dec. 2 
 
"Carbon nanotubes can make a rubber like material that remains usable in a 
temperature range of over one thousand degrees." 
 
NIOSH Seeks Comments on Carbon Nanotube, Fiber Recommendations and Research 
EHS Today.com 
Dec. 6 
Laura Walter 
 
"The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) invites public 
comment on 'Current Intelligence Bulletin: Occupational Exposure to Carbon Nanotubes 
and Nanofibers,' a draft document that summarizes current scientific knowledge about 
the occupational safety and health implications of carbon nanotubes and carbon 
nanofibers." 
 
Also noted by Nanowerk, [Federal Register notice] 
 
US calls for an end to the EU block on GM and nanotechnology 
The Ecologist 
Dec. 7 
Tom Levitt and Vi Nguyen 
 
"US officials say they remain 'surprised and disappointed' over Europe's refusal to 
embrace technologies like genetic modification (GM) and nanotechnology in farming." 
 
The anti-shocker: Shocking Technologies uses nanotech to protect devices from static 
electricity 
Venture Beat.com 
Dec. 9 
Dean Takahashi 
 
"It's a real bummer when you lose an expensive piece of equipment because 
of  electrostatic discharges. That's why Shocking Technologies has used 
nanotechnology to protect electronic products from the accidental sparks that can ruin 
your iPhone or other gadgets." 
 
At last! A new video introduction to nanotech 
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Innovation Investment Journal 
Dec. 7 
 
"Stanford professor Kathryn Moler lectures on nanotechnology and the opportunities for 
innovation it provides. 
 
She discusses its use in building organic solar cells as well as its potential to improve 
medical care." 
 
Herbicide Research: Going Small For Big Results 
Crop Life.com 
Dec. 2010 
John Hill 
 
"For nearly a decade, experts have been proclaiming that nanotechnology is on the 
verge of revolutionizing the food processing and packaging industries. But 
nanotechnology shows its most promising breakthroughs much earlier in the food 
production chain - on the farm." 
 
Nanotech Attracting More Criticism 
Carefair.org 
Dec. 14 
 
"While the cosmetics industry is excited about the applications of nanotechnology in 
various beauty products, yet another group has spoken out against it. According to 
online report, the group, Friends of the Earth recently stated that the technology comes 
at too high a cost to the environment. Huge amounts of energy, the group says, are 
required to create nanomaterials." 
 
Nanoparticles Accumulate In The Food Chain 
Chemical & Engineering News 
Dec. 14 
Rachel A. Zurer 
 
"A new study provides the first evidence that nanoparticles can build up in a terrestrial 
food chain. Researchers at the University of Kentucky found that gold nanoparticles 
accumulate in tobacco plants and then concentrate further in the caterpillars that eat 
them (Environ. Sci. Technol., DOI: 10.1021/es103031a)." 
 
Monterey Park Company Fined By EPA Over Air Purifier Claims 
EGPNews.com (Bay City News Service) 
Dec. 16 
 
An $82,400 fine was levied against a Monterey Park company for allegedly selling a 
federally unregistered air purifier which the firm claimed could destroy airborne bacteria, 
mold and germs, regulators announced yesterday. 
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See the EPA press release. 
 
New chemical agent detector uses sulfur to detect agents 
BioPrepWatch.com 
Dec. 16 
Pat Dulnier 
 
"Scientist Vyom Parashar of the Nanotechnology Application Center of Allahabad 
University in India has developed a new technology that uses nanomagnets to detect 
the presence of sulfur, which could be used to identify bombs and chemical warfare 
agents." 

http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/0/3db62e7e695b684a852577fa005948dc?OpenDocument
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