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January 4, 2008
CNS-UCSB Hosts Major Conference on Nanotechnologies OH&S

This conference, "Nanotechnology and Occupational Health and Safety," was the first to bring union leaders together with industrial hygienists, social scientists, public policy officials, and scientists to examine issues relating to potential risks for nanotechnology - a topic which has been below the radar for organized labor in the United States.
Nanotechnology is predicted to contribute to a $3 trillion industry within the coming decade. Global public spending stands today at $6.4 billion, an amount matched by the private sector. The U.S. National Nanotechnology Initiative alone has spent $8.3 billion over the past seven years, including $1.4 billion requested for 2008. Yet, as Richard Appelbaum, conference organizer and UCSB Professor of Sociology and Global & International Studies, pointed out in his welcoming remarks, too little attention is being paid to health and safety issues in the laboratories and factories that work with nanomaterials.

http://www.nanotech-now.com/news.cgi?story_id=27244
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December 20, 2007

Nanotechnology Companies Planning to Sell Shares

Nanotechnology companies, nurtured on billions of dollars in government grants and venture investments through most of this decade, are getting ready to go public.

…And increasing numbers of nanotech products are in the offing. Mihail Roco, senior adviser for nanotechnology at the National Science Foundation and an architect of the government’s research effort, predicted in a recent interview on the Web site of the National Nanotechnology Initiative that by 2015 nanotechnology will play a crucial role in $1 trillion worth of products, “which would require 2 million workers.”

…The other factor is the fickleness of financial market opinion. At the beginning of this decade, nanotechnology was greeted with predictions of instant wonders and investment success. But when technological developments seemed to take longer than anticipated, investor enthusiasm cooled and nanotechnology was looked on as an overhyped promise. Now attitudes are becoming positive again, Mr. Foster, the nanotechnology author, said, and “we’ll see many firms coming to the public markets.”

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/20/business/smallbusiness/20edge.html?ref=business
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January 4, 2008

UK government releases second nanotechnology risk report

The UK government has now published its second research report Characterising the Potential Risks posed by Engineered Nanoparticles. This report builds on the 2005 report and 2006 progress report, providing an update on the Defra's (the UK's Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs) Nanotechnology Research Co-ordination Group’s objectives and associated programme of work.

Environment Minister Phil Woolas urged the UK research community and the nanotechnology industry to fill the gaps in our understanding of the potential risks posed by nanomaterials so that the public can have confidence in the safety of products.

Mr Woolas said: "Nanotechnologies present a real opportunity for the UK economy and for benefits to the environment. However, research is needed to ensure that products based on this technology are safe for human health and the environment."

http://www.nanowerk.com/news/newsid=3908.php
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December 19, 2007

The majority of consumers view the development of nanotechnology favourably

The BfR study does, however, reveal that the majority are against nanoparticles in food

The majority of consumers view the development of nanotechnology favourably, however, many are against the use of nanoparticles in food, this is one of the results of a representative survey of 1,000 consumers commissioned by the Federal Institute for Risk Assessment (BfR) which has just been presented in Berlin.

66 percent of the respondents believe that nanotechnology offers more benefits than risks. But they do not accept nanotechnology to the same degree in all application areas. «We observed that consumers use emotional criteria rather than facts when judging nanotechnology. The so-called perceived risks play a major role in how consumers see the new technologies», said BfR President Professor Dr. Dr. Andreas Hensel. The study also revealed that over the last three years consumers have become far more familiar with nanotechnology. When it comes to seeking out information, they do not however place the same amount of trust in all information providers. The respondents felt that they got the most reliable information from consumer associations and the least reliable from politicians. 

http://www.newsfood.com/Articolo/International/20071219-majority-consumers-development-nanotechnology-favourably.asp
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December 21, 2007

Consumers are still suspicious of nano cosmetics
A recent consumer survey by German risk assessor BfR has shown that there is still significant suspicion over the use of nanotechnology in personal care products, although its use in sunscreens and packaging is accepted more readily.

The survey, which was conducted on the German public, found that packaging and sunscreen uses had a relatively high level of support because consumers could see more benefits and less threats in these areas.
But when it came to improving the action of other, non-sunscreen cosmetics products, only 53 per cent of respondents were in favour of employing nanotechnology in an effort to improve product formulation and efficacy.
http://www.cosmeticsdesign-europe.com/news/ng.asp?n=82245-bfr-nanotechnology-sunscreen-packaging
[image: image6.png]Common Ground




January 2008

Not just a pretty face: The side effects of cosmetic chemicals

With no safety framework and little government oversight, the cosmetics industry is operating in a virtual Wild West. And the West has gotten wilder still.
As if there weren’t enough concerns about the toxicity of cosmetic chemicals, manufacturers are rushing to incorporate nanotechnology that uses particles 80,000 times smaller than the width of a human hair. Nanotechnology has been touted as the next revolution in cosmetics and packaging. However nanoparticles, being so tiny, have the potential to penetrate unusually deeply into the skin and organs, causing exotic physical effects. 

Animal studies show that some nanoparticles can penetrate cells and tissues, move through the body and brain and cause biochemical damage. As one example, carbon fullerenes – also called buckyballs, and currently being used in some moisturizers – can cause brain damage in fish, and even low levels of exposure can be toxic to human liver cells. The health impacts of nanomaterials in cosmetics and sunscreens remain largely unknown, pending completion of long-range studies that have only recently begun. But that’s not stopping the cosmetics industry from leading the charge to incorporate the inadequately tested technology into products we put on our faces and in our hair.
http://commonground.ca/iss/198/cg198_prettyface.shtml
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December 20, 2007

Nano-revolution leaves consumers in the dark
Although nanotechnology is now creeping into many hair and skin care products and improving their efficacy, a new report from Which? finds that most people have no idea of what nanotechnology is all about.
This conclusion has been drawn from a survey published in the December edition of the UK magazine, questioning 2,091 British adults on the extent of their knowledge regarding nanotechnology.
In the course of the face-to-face omnibus survey, it was discovered that six out of ten people (61 per cent) have never even heard of nanotechnology, reflecting the fact that this science is still very low key in the public eye.
Of those that had heard of the technology, 36 per cent of the respondents said that they were not aware that the technology was currently being incorporated into a large and varied number of consumer products.
http://www.cosmeticsdesign-europe.com/news/printNewsBis.asp?id=82206
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January 2, 2008

Alert over the march of the 'grey goo' in nanotechnology Frankenfoods

A breed of Frankenfood is being introduced into human diet and cosmetics with potentially disastrous consequences, experts said last night. 

Academics, consumer groups and Government officials are warning that the arrival of nanotechnology threatens dangerous changes to the body and the environment. 

Nano health supplements, such as antioxidants, are already on the market while the first of hundreds of new foods are expected to arrive in the next 12 months. 

However, the products are being introdeduced without any regulation or independent assessment to ensure they are safe - mirroring the controversy over the launch of GM foods ten years ago. 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/pages/live/articles/technology/technology.html?in_article_id=505561&in_page_id=1965
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January 7, 2008

Nanoscience will overtake all present forms of technology

Visakhapatnam - All forms of technology, including information technology and biotechnology, will become passe with the advent of nanoscience, says Nobel laureate Robert Curl Junior.

It is a precursor to the next wave of pervasive technology, he says.

…'Going forward, nano materials such as carbon nanotubes will be used in areas spanning electronics, healthcare, solar cells, light harvesting and composites,' Curl predicted.

http://www.earthtimes.org/articles/show/170054.html
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January 3, 2008

New plan of action for US nanotechnology

Barriers to innovation and technology transfer must be lowered if the US is to continue being a global leader in nanotechnology research and development in the future.

That is according to a new plan of action for the US National Nanotechnology Initiative (NNI), released by the National Science and Technology Council's Committee on Technology with support from the National Nanotechnology Coordination Office (NNCO).

A new plan is released every three years - a step seen as essential by the NNCO director Clayton Teague, given the dynamic nature of the field. Although converting emerging technologies into commercially viable products usually takes decades, the field of nanotechnology is moving fast. To date, there are over 4,800 patents classified as nanotechnology by the US Patent and Trademark Office.
http://www.labtechnologist.com/news/ng.asp?n=82315-national-nanotechnology-initiative-plan-r-d
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December 21, 2007

NIOSH informs, leads nanotechnology actions by international partner organizations

The National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) provided technical input, support, and leadership for three recent actions by international organizations to address the occupational safety and health implications of nanotechnology. 

“Internationally, scientists and policymakers recognize that it is important to address the question of whether workers face a risk of job-related illnesses and injuries in the production and industrial use of nanomaterials,” said NIOSH Director John Howard, M.D. “We are pleased that NIOSH has a key role in contributing to this world-wide scientific dialogue.”

Dr. Howard added, “NIOSH’s actions help to advance the research that is critical for incorporating safety and health into this advanced technology in its formative stages, developing consistent technical approaches internationally, and supporting U.S. leadership in the global market.”

http://www.nanowerk.com/news/newsid=3802.php
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December 19, 2007

Small advances

Most people agree that the environmental and health effects of nanoparticles need a lot more study. David Goldston looks at why so little progress has been made.

For at least the past four years, experts have been calling, even pleading, for a tightly coordinated, well-funded US government research programme on the potential effects of nanotechnology on the environment and on human health and safety. But despite those efforts, bolstered by support from Congress, the Bush administration has yet to produce even a strategic plan for how such a programme would work. Why?

The problem in this case is not ideological conflict, or indeed opposition of any kind. The nanotechnology issue may be unique in that the administration and both parties in Congress, as well as industry and environmentalists, all agree that a targeted research programme is essential if nanotechnology is to achieve its economic and social potential. They all acknowledge that materials behave differently at the nanoscale, and that science is not yet able to predict what kinds of harm nanoparticles might cause. They all fear that if research doesn't catch up with manufacturing soon — more than 300 products based on nanotechnology are already in the marketplace — sooner or later something bad is likely to happen, prompting a backlash that could stifle work in the field.

http://www.nature.com/news/2007/071219/full/4501141a.html
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December 17, 2007

Media Coverage of Nanotech Risks and Government on the Rise

U.S. newspaper and wire service coverage of questions about nanotechnology risks rose dramatically last year, according to findings of a new study presented at a Project on Emerging Nanotechnologies event. The number of U.S. risk-focused stories rose 58 percent-from 36 in 2005 to 57 in 2006.

More important is the fact that the study, conducted by Professor Sharon M. Friedman of Lehigh University, showed that issues about government regulation increasingly are getting more media attention. In 2006, more articles on regulation appeared than in all of 2000-2005 combined. In comparison with past years, press coverage of concerns about nanotechnology risks is starting to move away from individual science research results-for example, about the toxicity of nanoparticles in fish-and toward larger issues like the government's ability to safely oversee this rapidly commercializing, cutting-edge technology.

http://www.nanotech-now.com/news.cgi?story_id=26984
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December 31, 2007

Chinese experts call for nanotechnology information development

Although nano-materials are currently high on research agenda, efforts should be made to promote nano-information technology in China because nanoelectronics is the nanotechnology with most market potentials, says Prof. HU Weiwu from the CAS Institute of Computing Technology. 

…According to experts, the current investment of China's major programs in nano-science and technology is focusing on nano-materials and quantum information technology, scoring a batch of results in preparation and characterization of low-dimensional nano-structures and physical properties, quantum cryptography and quantum optics. But China's efforts to integrate with the existing framework of silicon-based information technology so as develop more realistic nano-electronics and molecules technology have largely been constrained by the slower pace of lithography technology development when compared with the industrialized countries.

http://www.nanowerk.com/news/newsid=3864.php
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December 21, 2007

Problem Recognition in Legal Analyses Involving Nanotechnology

Amid the ever-increasing innovation and opportunity that result from the integration of nanotechnology across virtually every industry, the ability to incorporate those innovations and take advantage of such prospects is key. Whether the business model is a start-up, established company or educational/research and development facility, it is also equally important to include a healthy dose of problem recognition at various steps along the way, which is vital both for legal purposes and for developing microstrategies within an organization.
Problem recognition is not new to legal analysis, but the changes and innovations in materials, properties, applications and innovations involving nanotechnology, or technologies at the nanoscale, requires casting a wider net than ever before when starting the analyses. When addressing legal considerations involving nanotechnology for purposes of successful contracting and establishing and evaluating rights, obligations, risks and liability issues, the problem recognition process should begin with big picture questions, including the desired results/potentially undesirable results/byproducts, worst case scenarios, and/or innocuous or dismissible red herrings that result from the confluence of ingredients (i.e. people, technology, processes, materials, equipment and integration).
http://www.nanotech-now.com/columns/?article=150
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December 18, 2007

Nanotechnology opens global opportunity of $1 trillion
The experts in the field of Nanotechnology equivocally said that Nanotechnology cuts across all industries like Automotive, IT, Food, Health, Steel, Textiles, Energy, Paints, Cosmetics, Defense, etc and it provides a global opportunity of over $1 trillion by 2015. Bangalore Nano provided a platform for the researchers and industrialists from across the world to congregate and discuss opportunities existing in their part of the world. The event witnessed a series of presentations from selected speakers from India and abroad.
 

Speaking on the topic, Commercialization of Science, Sir Keith O’ Nions, Director General Science & Innovation, Dept. for Innovation, University & Skills in UK said, “Nanotechnology is of all disciplines and it provides a global opportunity of more than $1 trillion by 2015. UK government has an annual funding for research of £100m. Through this, 23 centres have established to promote commercialization and more than 1300 companies are active in Nanotechnology. UK accounts for almost 1/3rd of all venture capital in Europe in the field of Nanotechnology. UK also set up and chaired ISO Technical Committee on Nanotechnology.”
http://www.moneycontrol.com/india/news/pressnews/nanotechnology-opens-global-opportunity361-trillion/10/50/317883
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December 24, 2007

Nanotech Companies - Consolidate or Die

At the end of 2007, let's propose a new industry-wide business strategy to make nanotech companies profitable and nanotechnology an investible industry. The current strategies aren't working. This new strategy, derived after much discussion and reflection, involves up-the-value chain focus and consolidation (roll-ups) of nanotechnology products and companies to provide the sales volume for profitable operations. Most of today's nanotech companies will never reach profitability configured as they currently are. My recommendation is a rejection of the sell what you have and the "go-it-alone" strategies.

If you ask the question "Why are small to medium size nanotechnology companies not growing rapidly in sales and why are they not profitable seven years after the first NNI?" two answers emerge. 

http://www.nanotech-now.com/columns/?article=151
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December 20, 2007

Op-Ed: What Do Small Nano Businesses Want for Christmas? Santa Says: Information, Resources, and Guidance
With the holiday season already in full swing, you are probably going down your shopping list to figure out what to buy your favorite uncle or best friend this year. Another tie rack? A new pair of wool socks? How about a nano-engineered WaveRunner for the boating fanatic in your life?

However, if your family or friend runs a small nanotechnology business, they are probably looking for something much more important and much more valuable, something that cannot be purchased in any store or on any website. They need information and guidance on how to address nanotechnology's potential environmental, health and safety (EHS) risks. 

Not even holiday spending, which has reached over $20 billion in online retailing for this season (2), can compare with the estimated $50 billion worth of nanotechnology manufactured goods that were sold on the global market last year (3). As time marches on, more and more companies—new and old, large and small—are capitalizing on the enhanced properties and new applications of materials and products enabled by nanotechnology. Companies operating in almost every sector of the economy face challenges in understanding and addressing the possible adverse effects of these new nanoscale materials. How they address potential risks, with what methods, and at what costs will have major impacts on their ability to commercialize nano-enabled products and processes over the next decade.
http://www.nanotech-now.com/columns/?article=148
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December 19, 2007

Much to do on nanotechnology

Royal Society response to DEFRA report on characterising the potential risks posed by engineered nanoparticles' issued today

"The Government has recognised the huge potential of nanotechnology and recognised what needs to be done to ensure that advances are realised safely, but by their own admission progress has been slow in some areas.  Given the wealth of expertise in UK universities and industries we should be further ahead, particularly in relation to ensuring the safety of manufactured nanoparticles.  In order to speed things up we need to see stronger, clearer leadership from the Government.

http://royalsociety.org/news.asp?id=7335
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December 18, 2007
Nanotechnology in Foods Poses Challenges

Brussels, Belgium — The growing use of nanotechnology in food applications poses new challenges for both science and regulation in Europe’s food and nutrition market, according to an industry expert. Stefanie Geiser, nutritional product regulatory affairs manager, EAS-Italy, said, "As the nanotechnology market continues to grow, regulators and scientists are actively working to find regulatory and risk assessment models to embrace its research and safety aspects."

The first nano-food contact material, a silicon dioxide coating, has already been approved by the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) this year, and a second, titanium nitride, is under review. However, EFSA has said that it will not be able to meet the European Commission’s mandate for a complete generic risk assessment of nanotechnology by March 31, 2008, because of the vast range of existing nanomaterials with completely divergent physical/chemical properties and safety profiles. Instead, EFSA has proposed to issue only an initial scientific opinion by summer 2008, and now plans to set up a working group of 10 to 15 MemberState scientific experts to analyze and build on already generated opinions by EU scientific advisory bodies and third countries. 

http://www.naturalproductsinsider.com/hotnews/7ch1815192876.html
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December 18, 2007

Think big, think nano

In an exclusive interview, Professor Niels Christian Nielsen, winner of this year's Danisco Award, shared his thoughts with Stephen Daniells on the rise of nanotechnology and gave insight on this fascinating new area of the food industry.
…"There is much more potential than employed currently," he said. 

But applying nanotechnology to ingredients is not limited to nutrition. 

"We could develop nanoparticles to deliver a particular flavour direct to biological receptors," he said. This is beneficial because a smaller, targeted amount of flavour could be used.

"But there are questions here: How do we encapsulate? How do we deliver and release? All these require a lot of technology," said Prof. Nielsen.
http://www.foodnavigator-usa.com/news/ng.asp?n=82110-danisco-nanotechnology-nanofood-bioactives
[image: image22.png]Marpwekk




December 19, 2007

Nanotechnology and meeting our energy needs

The US electricity distribution grid is around 100-years old and aging faster than new construction renews it while peak demand for electricity is projected to rise 19 percent nationally during the next decade--capital investments in electrical generation, transmission and distribution are forecast to grow by only 6 percent over the same period, according to the Electrical Power Research Initiative.

Researchers at E2TAC, the Energy and Environmental Technology Applications Center at the University at Albany's College of Nanoscale Science and Engineering (CNSE) are researching and developing a range of leading edge nanoscale technologies that hold out the promise of realizing greater yields at lower costs across a range of conventional, as well as renewable alternative power generation technologies.

http://www.nanowerk.com/news/newsid=3759.php
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December 25, 2007

Nanotechnology: answer to air pollution?
New Delhi (PTI): The emerging field of nanotechnology could provide a solution to the soaring air pollution caused by automobile emissions worldwide, scientists say. 

Research shows that nano-treatment of engines can cut down toxic gas emissions by up to 90 per cent, Prof J Narayan of North Carolina State University told PTI here. 

"Use of nanotechnology based systems increases the rate of pre-emission carbon trapping considerably, which is the main constituent of carbon dioxide," explains Narayan. "Thus, it causes cleaner emissions," he added. 

…"Nano formulation can augment fuel efficiency by up to 35 per cent as it reduces per capita consumption. That means we have to use smaller amount of materials," Narayan said. 

"It (nano-treatment) reduces friction among various engine parts considerably and in turn adds to the lubricating quality of the machine," Narayan said. 

http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/holnus/008200712251450.htm
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December 19, 2007

The Impact of Nanotechnology on Modern Life

With more and more frequency, nanotechnology is being offered to the American public as a transformative technology, with the potential to improve every aspect of our social, physical, and economic well-being.

As a result, it is vital to address the ethical, legal and social issues that have been raised, in an effort to ensure early awareness of problems and to further educate the public (in the process, aiding the cultural acceptance of the technology and lowering the perception of risk).

Establishing an effective process for identifying and understanding the broad implications of nanotechnology for society will play a central role in making nanotechnology a success, as it will certainly affect the decisions of policymakers and regulatory agencies alike.

This book examines these very issues; with perspectives from professionals in a wide variety of industries, it explores the present and potential impact of nanoscale science and technology on ethical, legal, policy, business, and wider social issues.

http://www.nanowerk.com/news/newsid=3751.php
[image: image25.png]Marpwekk




January 7, 2008

Report on nanotechnology in Argentina published

Dutch consulting firm Malsch TechnoValuation today released a report of a Fact Finding Mission to San Carlos de Bariloche and Buenos Aires during November 19-23, 2007. 

The emerging nanotechnology research community in Argentina represents an untapped potential due to several factors including lack of international visibility. Argentinean researchers are interested in participating in international research cooperation, including under the European 7th Framework programme for Research and Technological Development FP7.

This report aims at stimulating such cooperation by highlighting the activities, human resources, research infrastructure and policies in the area of nanotechnology in Argentina. It is based on a visit to Bariloche and Buenos Aires from 19 until 23 November 2007. The visit is a follow-up of the EU funded NanoforumEULA project, and the report will be published online at www.nanoforumeula.eu and disseminated among interested parties in Europe and elsewhere.

http://www.nanowerk.com/news/newsid=3928.php
[image: image26.jpg]EETIMES





December 28, 2007

India preps nanotechnology policy

Bengaluru, India — India has brought together a core group of about a dozen researchers from academia, industry and research spheres to develop a national nanotechnology policy. 

Impetus for developing a plan stems from fears here that India has fallen behind China, Japan, the U.S. and the U.K. All have launched nanotechnology programs over the past several years and are investing heavily in R&D. 

The team, dubbed the Vision Group, will be headed by C.N.R. Rao, national research professor and chairman of India's Science Advisory Council. Rao is also a leading nanotechnology researcher. 

According to M.N. Vidyashankar, an official with the state government of Karnataka, the Vision Group includes India's best nanotechnology researchers. He gave no timeframe for completing the policy. 

http://www.eetimes.com/news/semi/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=205204226
[image: image27.png]TEHRAN TIMES




December 16, 2007

Nanotechnology the new frontier for IT power India
Bangalore, India (AFP) -- India is hoping nanotechnology could provide a new thrust to its booming economy and to become a world leader in a market expected to be worth one-trillion dollars by 2015, officials say. 
Bangalore, India's science and information-technology capital, is at the forefront of a five-year initiative designed to help India become a global nanotechnology hub, using the country's vast scientific pool and low costs. 
…Scientists caution the development period could be prolonged. ""It's easy to spot the commercial potential of a research finding in nanotechnology, but the time to market is very long,"" said Anthony K. Cheetham, an expert at the materials science department at Britain's Cambridge University. But angel investors -- affluent individuals who fund start-ups -- pledged capital to six promising business projects at the Bangalore conference, said Vidyashankar, declining to identify them on grounds of confidentiality.
http://www.tehrantimes.com/index_View.asp?code=159307
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December 17, 2007

Israeli Nanotechnology companies have doubled since 2005

For the first time ever, an exclusive, comprehensive platform of the entire Israeli http://search.dainfo.com/inni Nanotech eco-system has been launched. It is an all inclusive portal, mapping the entire Nanotech ecosystem, including over 300 researchers, 80 companies and 40 governmental and nonprofit organizations.

…d&a's research team have become experts in the Nanotech industry and have found that, "the academic and research field in the Israeli Nanotechnology field is dynamic and growing impressively and like other high technology sectors has the potential for significant international collaboration in science, technology and business." says Michal Oren, d&a's lead analyst.

The 2005 survey conducted by d&a and INNI confirmed Israel's potential as a global Nanotech R&D hub, revealing strong continual growth in national research capacity. Since then, the numbers of researchers in the field have shot up significantly. Being home to six world-class research institutions, each with its own advanced programs in Nano-science and Nano-technologies 79 new researchers have emerged since 2005.
http://www.nanotech-now.com/news.cgi?story_id=26987
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January 6, 2008

'Indian craftsmen, artisans used nanotech 2000 yrs ago'
Visakhapatnam - Indian craftsmen and artisans used nanotechnology extensively about 2000 years ago to make weapons and long lasting cave paintings, a Nobel laureate of Chemistry said here. 

However, the craftsmen were completely unaware that they were practising carbon nano-techniques that are the most sought after in the current age. 

Citing examples of the famous Damascus blades used in the famous sword of Tipu Sultan and Ajanta Paintings, Nobel laureate Robert Curl Jr. said studies have found existence of carbon nano particles in both. 

On the sword scientists found carbon nanotubes, cylindrical arrangements of carbon atoms first discovered in 1991 and now made in laboratories all over the world. 

http://www.hindu.com/thehindu/holnus/001200801061523.htm
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December 24, 2007

Town hall meetings at Northwestern put nanotechnology on a bigger stage

Town hall meetings are usually the politicians' province, especially as the presidential race heats up, but there's no rule against scientists holding them.

That's happening in Evanston, where Northwestern University researchers are staging nanotechnology town hall meetings. It gives scientists a chance to talk about their work, and interested citizens can ask questions.

The first meeting, staged last week, featured Chad Mirkin, director of Northwestern's International Institute for Nanotechnology, who said that like any advance, nanotech has potential for good and ill. But Mirkin mostly stressed the good.

http://www.chicagotribune.com/technology/chi-mon_notebook_1224dec24,1,3458702.story?ctrack=1&cset=true
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