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June 23, 2008

Congress Addresses Nanotechnology

Bill reauthorizes federal initiative to monitor and guide R&D in emerging area

Established in 200, the National Nanotechnology Initiative coordinates federal research and development. Over the past years, NNI has tried to keep pace with the growing field of nanotechnology, but it has struggled to set up a strategy to guide R&D and, specifically, to ensure that key environmental, health, and safety (EHS) research is being done.

To help NNI better manage its responsibilities, Congress is reevaluating and revising the law that governs it. On June 5, by an overwhelming vote of 407 to 6, the House of Representatives passed H.R. 5940, the National Nanotechnology Initiative Amendments Act of 2008. Industry and environmental groups alike praised the bill, which emphasizes the need for EHS research.

…For example, the legislation would create a public database of nanotech EHS research conducted by all of the 25 federal agencies involved in NNI. Currently, the National Nanotechnology Coordination Office gathers such information, but reliability of the dataset is less than clear.

http://pubs.acs.org/isubscribe/journals/cen/86/i25/html/8625gov2.html
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June 19, 2008

Risk Evaluation for Small and Medium Sized Companies

Companies which produce, use, process or market nanomaterials are confronted with specific unknown risks inherent to these substances. A new tool by the Innovation Society and TÜV SÜD now also allows smaller companies, research institutions and retailers to gain a well-founded overview of the actual risk situation in their operations. The specific experience of the two partners guarantees that potential hazards for health, safety and the environment will be recognized proactively and acted upon.

Nanotechnology is considered to be a key technology of the 21st century. It enables products and applications never thought possible before that have the potential to fundamentally alter many aspects of our lives. Along with the great opportunities e.g. in the areas of environmental, medical and material technology also come new potential risks that could hamper the success of nanotechnology companies. Therefore, a prudent handling of those risks is indispensable and called for by authorities, industry associations and NGO likewise.

Many small and medium sized companies (SME) already today make use of the favourable properties of nanomaterials in their production processes. However, the risks associated with these materials are largely being managed using traditional methods and systems. The introduction of nano-specific risk management systems represents a great expense both in terms of costs and time for these companies. Additionally, management often is not aware of considerable liability and product risks.

http://www.azonano.com/news.asp?newsID=6616
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June 18, 2008

Europe's Most Innovative Countries

There's innovation in the Alps. 

According to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, Switzerland is the European country that has filed the most patents in the three leading patent offices around the globe--the U.S., the European Union and Japan. Even better: Seven of the top 10 countries on the OECD's list are in Europe. Japan grabbed the No. 1 spot overall. 

Even so, many pundits worry that Europe in general--and Switzerland in particular--needs to do more to foster smaller companies. The Swiss haven't devoted big resources to developing expertise in emerging areas of biotechnology and nanotechnology, especially compared with their U.S. and Japanese counterparts. According to data from 2003, published by the OECD, countries such as Denmark and the Netherlands easily outstripped Switzerland in filing biotechnology patents. France and Belgium held significantly more nanotechnology patents than Switzerland.

http://www.forbes.com/technology/2008/06/18/european-innovative-countries-tech-innovationeu08-cx_po_0618countries.html
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June 19, 2008

Encyclopedia Reveals Influence of Nanotechnology on Clinical Diagnosis and Treatment

The educational version of the "Exploring Nano-biotechnology" multimedia encyclopedia is available for pre-release purchase at the Nanopolis order page. All orders of this product before the official release date (expected release date is the end of 2008) will be honored at a 50% pre-release discount. 

"Exploring Nanobiotechnology", the 4th volume of the Nanopolis multimedia encyclopedic series, reveals the influence of nanotechnology on clinical diagnosis and treatment, analysis of biologically relevant processes at single molecule level, and the development of biosensors. A special section dedicated to the research field of nanofluidics is also included. A description of the project, multimedia samples from the project, and reviewers impressions are found at the recently launched project webpage.

Consisting of 300 multimedia animations, the project will be distributed as an offline multimedia resource on CD-ROM support or as an online multimedia resource through the Nanopolis Online Multimedia Library. 

http://www.azonano.com/news.asp?newsID=6619
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