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Top Deck  

What the nation's (& world's) top papers, news wires and sources have been 
saying about nanotechnology.  

 

Nanotechnology Presents Regulatory Mess 
Industry Week 
Nov. 1 
Jonathan Katz 
 
"Oregon State University researchers tested more than 200 nanomaterials as part of a 
program studying potential risks posed by nanotechnology in pesticides. The study 
published Oct. 4 in the International Journal of Occupational and Environmental Health 
determined that most nanomaterials tested did not pose any toxic concerns." 
 
Blood test to diagnose breast cancer 
Times of India 
Nov. 1 
 
"The trauma of undergoing biopsy with a painful injection for the removal of tissues to 
confirm breast cancer would soon be done away with and just a prick for a blood test 
would be sufficient for the early detection of the cancer." 
 
White House Solicits Public Opinion On Nanotechnology Plan 
Information Week 
Nov. 2 
Elizabeth Montalbano 

http://www.cns.ucsb.edu/
http://www.industryweek.com/articles/nanotechnology_presents_regulatory_mess_23145.aspx?ShowAll=1&SectionID=4
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chandigarh/Blood-test-to-diagnose-breast-cancer/articleshow/6849858.cms
http://www.informationweek.com/news/government/enterprise-apps/showArticle.jhtml?articleID=228100059&cid=RSSfeed_IWK_All


 
"The White House is seeking the public's opinion on its draft plan for directing federal 
research and development (R&D) in nanotechnology." 
 
Israeli scientists develop nano explosive sniffer 
AFP 
Nov. 2 
 
"JERUSALEM - Israeli scientists have developed a powerful explosives sensor more 
sensitive than a sniffer dog's nose, which they say would have made it easier to detect 
cargo bombs like those sent last week." 
 
Also noted by the Jerusalem Post, AzoSensors. 
 
In Albany, a boom based on microchips 
The Washington Post 
Howard Schneider 
Nov. 2 
 
"The economic downturn has hit upstate New York as hard as anywhere in the country 
but an unusual, high-tech endeavor is taking shape here that could involve billions of 
dollars in manufacturing investment and possibly thousands of new jobs." 
 
Federal Reserve Measures Impact of Nanotechnology on Electronics 
IEEE Spectrum Nanoclast blog 
Dexter Johnson 
Nov. 8 
 
"The Federal Reserve, that extra-governmental entity that has run US monetary policy 
for the last century, has presented some fascinating interpretations of our economic 
circumstances in the recent past. The most glaring examples of this has been the idea 
put forth from its two most recent Chairman, Ben Bernanke and Alan Greenspan before 
him, that there was no housing bubble. Oops." 
 
Gold-covered nanoparticles might make cancer cells unable to stand the heat 
Los Angeles Times 
Nov. 8 
Amber Dance 
 
"Scientists are turning up the heat on cancer with a one-two punch of radiation plus 
fever temperatures that could shrink stubborn tumors." 
 
Want to know if you've got an STD? There's an app for that... 
Daily Mail (UK) 
Nov. 9 
Claire Bates 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5iU-rcA4Q7CMAELtvTllbEa7mEKMw?docId=CNG.be5fb3dcc700cba9b479f52a306036f2.211
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http://www.azosensors.com/details.asp?newsID=1452
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/11/02/AR2010110205134.html
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"Anyone who is worried they might have picked up a sexually transmitted infection will 
soon be able find out . . . using their mobile phone." 
 
Also noted by Popular Science, Times of India. 
 
At IBM's Zurich Nanotech Laboratory, Silence Is Key 
PC World 
Nov. 12 
Jeremy Kirk 
 
"Inside laboratory No. 2 at IBM's new nanotechnology research facility, no can hear you 
scream. Once the heavy door is closed, the laboratory is essentially noise-free, 
insulated from electromagnetic waves and vibrations that can disrupt sensitive nanotech 
experiments." 
 
Teabag filter cleans water with nanotechnology 
Deutsche Welle (Germany) 
Nov. 15 
 
"A new water filter developed in South Africa could provide millions of people with clean 
drinking water. The filter, about the size and shape of a teabag, would be inexpensive, 
easy to distribute and simple to use." 
 
Czech company produces air-cleansing paint 
Deutsche Welle 
Nov. 15 
 
"A Czech firm has recently started producing a powerful photocatalytic paint that cleans 
the air of cigarette smoke, viruses and bacteria in minutes, whilst the Czech Academy of 
Sciences has just opened a new nanocenter to spearhead research into practical 
applications for nanoscience."  

Super-Strong Yarn for Spacesuits and Bullet-Proof Vests  

MSNBC/TechNewsDaily 

Nov. 15 

Charles Q. Choi 

 

"Super-strong, highly conductive yarns made from extraordinarily thin carbon tubes could one 

day find use in spacesuits, bulletproof vests and radiation suits, researchers now suggest." 

   

On Deck  
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What Local Sources are Reporting 

 
Nanosociology: UCSB center studies impact of nanotech 
Pacific Coast Business Times 
Nov. 1 
 
"Researchers at UC Santa Barbara have secured another $6.1 million grant to keep 
asking the big questions about very small things." 
 
Professor, students create nanomedicine treatments 
The Battalion (student paper, Texas A&M) 
Nov. 4 
Joyce Go 
 
"Texas A&M is one of the world's leading research facilities. It invests more than $582 
million annually toward research, which ranks the University third in the nation. A&M is 
also one of five institutions with research funded towards nanotechnology-based 
therapies and diagnostics tools for the treatment of heart and lung disease." 
 
Nanotechnology has the ability to solve problems in agriculture 
Medill Reports 
Nov. 4 
Sarah Plumridge 
 
"Your cell phone may one day be powered by a nanoprotein extracted from spinanch." 
 
Study tracks benefit, risk of nanoinvaders 
Boston Globe 
Nov. 8 
Carolyn Y. Johnson 
 
"For years, scientists studying and creating particles so tiny they would be dwarfed by a 
human hair have received billions of dollars, leading to progress in fields that range from 
cancer research to the development of novel materials." 
 
Also noted by Chemistry World. 
 
Course Charted For Nano Safety 
New Haven (CT) Independent 
Nov. 11 
Gwenyth K. Shaw 
 
"As regulators, industry, academia and activists wrestle with how to safeguard workers, 
the public and the environment in the exploding field of nanotechnology, Daniel J. 
Fiorino has a few ideas." 

http://pacbiztimes.com/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=1949&Itemid=1
http://www.thebatt.com/news/professor-students-create-nanomedicine-treatments-1.1745169
http://news.medill.northwestern.edu/chicago/news.aspx?id=171822
http://www.boston.com/business/technology/articles/2010/11/08/researchers_track_nanoinvaders_to_gauge_benefits_risks_to_humans/
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http://newhavenindependent.org/index.php/archives/entry/charting_a_course_for_nano_safety/id_31171


 
Size Matters 
New Haven (CT) Independent 
Nov. 12 
Gwenyth K. Shaw 
 
"A new study tracking how inhaled nanoparticles move through the lungs and lymphatic 
system, then out of the body, offers more weight to the growing sense that even in a 
field defined by size, it matters how big something is." 
 
New technique developed for reading the genome 
The Journal-Sentinel (Milwaukee, WI) 
Nov. 15 
Mark Johnson 
 
"Since the Human Genome Project produced the first complete blueprint of a human 
being a decade ago, scientists have been developing methods of accomplishing the 
task faster and for less cost. The rapid progress has fostered hopes that genomic 
screening could one day become a routine method for diagnosing illnesses and 
engineering custom-made medications." 
 
Cancer treatment shows promise 
Cincinnati Enquirer 
Nov. 15 
Peggy O'Farrell 
 
"An experimental cancer treatment developed locally has the potential to revolutionize 
the way doctors treat the disease." 

 
Nano Press  

What nano-centered publications are reporting 

 
Microreactor speeds nanotech particle production by 500 times 
PhysOrg 
Nov. 1 
 
"Engineers at Oregon State University have discovered a new method to speed the 
production rate of nanoparticles by 500 times, an advance that could play an important 
role in making nanotechnology products more commercially practical." 
 
Nanotoxicology myth buster 
Nanowerk 
Nov. 2 

http://newhavenindependent.org/index.php/archives/entry/new_study_more_evidence_that_size_matters/id_31177
http://www.jsonline.com/blogs/news/108186289.html
http://news.cincinnati.com/article/AB/20101115/NEWS01/11140369/Cancer-treatment-shows-promise
http://www.physorg.com/news/2010-11-microreactor-nanotech-particle-production.html
http://www.nanowerk.com/spotlight/spotid=18774.php


 
"Some scientists believe that, with the increased mass production of engineered 
nanoparticles like carbon nanotubes, there is a realistic chance for these particles to 
interact with water, soil and air, and subsequently enter the food chain (see for instance: 
'Nanotoxicology - mammalian and plant cells respond differently to fullerenes'). 
However, understanding the behavior and impacts of nanomaterials in the environment 
and in human health is a daunting task." 
 
New Report Discusses Voluntary Programs Available for Nanotechnology Oversight 
Azonano 
Nov. 4 
 
"A new report from the Project on Emerging Nanotechnologies (PEN) at the Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for Scholars explores a variety of voluntary options available 
for the oversight of nanotechnology products and processes." 
 
Nanotechnology in the automotive industry 
Nanowerk 
Nov. 12 
 
"Nanotechnologies will play a major role in the car industry; but don't hold your breath to 
see anything like the Volkswagen Nanospyder futuristic concept car anytime soon. This 
entrance to the 2006 Los Angeles Design challenge was supported by hydrogen fuel 
cells, solar power, wheel-mounted electric motors and inflatable organic body panels 
combine to form the unusual shape of the two-seater concept." 
 
Findings Could Help in Developing Treatment for Pulmonary Disease using 
Nanotechnology 
Azonano 
Nov. 13 
 
"Using a real-time imaging system, scientists have tracked a group of near-infrared 
fluorescent nanoparticles from the airspaces of the lungs into the body and out again, 
providing a description of the characteristics and behavior of the particles that could be 
used in developing therapeutic agents to treat pulmonary disease. The findings could 
also offer a greater understanding of the health effects of air pollution." 
 
 

Other (science) issues related to nanotechnology 

Nokia Morph-A Nanotechnology Concept 
Times of the Internet 
Nov. 1 
 
"Nokia Morph is a joint nanotechnology concept, developed by Nokia Research Center 

http://www.nanowerk.com/spotlight/spotid=15231.php
http://www.azonano.com/news.asp?newsID=20350
http://www.nanowerk.com/spotlight/spotid=18972.php
http://www.azonano.com/news.asp?newsID=20510
http://www.azonano.com/news.asp?newsID=20510
http://www.nanowerk.com/spotlight/spotid=19000.php
http://www.nanowerk.com/spotlight/spotid=19000.php
http://www.timesoftheinternet.com/briefs/nokia-morph-a-nanotechnology-concept/


(NRC) and the University of Cambridge (UK). It demonstrates how future mobile 
devices might be stretchable and flexible." 
 
Toning down cancer's aggressiveness 
Northeastern University 
Nov. 3 
 
"The fight against some cancers could depend on using nanotechnology to trick tumor 
cells into feeling well fed." 

Colonic navigation 
EurekAlert 
Nov. 4 
Robert Williams 
 
"Nanoparticles could help smuggle drugs into the gut, according to a study published 
this month in the International Journal of Nanotechnology." 
 
'REVOLUTIONARY' SCRATCH-PROOF COATING FOR NEW WHIRLPOOL 
COOKTOPS 
Current.com (Australia) 
Nov. 4 
Keri Algar 

   

"SYDNEY, NSW: Whirlpool has today announced a new technology called iXelium, a 
special coating for stainless steel cooktops that it claims prevents scratching, staining 
and discolouring.  
 

"According to Whirlpool, the nanotechnology stops food from sticking to the surface."  

 
G's guide to sunscreen 
G Online (Australia) 
Nov/Dec 2010 
Carla Oates 
 
"When it comes to the world of sunscreens there's two ways to go: physical or chemical. 
Unlike physical sunblocks that commonly contain zinc oxide or titanium dioxide to reflect 
UV rays, chemical sunscreens work by absorbing UV rays and have received a lot of 
bad publicity over the last couple of years." 
 
Cedars-Sinai 'Nano-Drug' Hits Brain-Tumor Target Found In 2001 
Medical News Today 
Nov. 5 
 
"Nine years ago, scientists at Cedars-Sinai's Maxine Dunitz Neurosurgical Institute 
detected a subtle shift occurring in the molecular makeup of the most aggressive type of 

http://www.northeastern.edu/news/stories/2010/11/amiji.html
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2010-11/ip-cn110410.php
http://www.current.com.au/2010/11/04/article/Revolutionary-scratch-proof-coating-for-new-Whirlpool-cooktops/QFIPEQMXIK.html
http://www.current.com.au/2010/11/04/article/Revolutionary-scratch-proof-coating-for-new-Whirlpool-cooktops/QFIPEQMXIK.html
http://www.gmagazine.com.au/features/2320/here-comes-sun
http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/206804.php


brain tumors, glioblastoma multiforme. With further study, they found that a specific 
protein called laminin-411 plays a major role in a tumor's ability to build new blood 
vessels to support its growth and spread. But technology did not exist then to block this 
protein." 
 
Australia investigates new technologies 
Food Magazine (Australia) 
Nov. 8 
 
"The Australian Government has established an Expert Forum and Stakeholder 
Advisory Council to investigate the pros and cons of using technologies such as 
biotechnology and nanotechnology." 
 
Voluntary initiatives, regulation and nanotechnology oversight 
EurekAlert 
Nov. 4 
 
"A new report from the Project on Emerging Nanotechnologies (PEN) at the Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for Scholars explores a variety of voluntary options available 
for the oversight of nanotechnology products and processes." 
 
Are Nanoparticles a Danger to Health and Environment? 
Technorati.com 
Nov. 8 
Nicole Wong 
 
"Nanoparticles are extremely fine particles created in the field of nano-technology. They 
are supposed to enhance the quality of life. Sporting goods, fabric, clothing, cleaning 
products and cosmetics can all include nanoparticle application to improve the 
performance of the consumer product." 

Unconventional idea for antiviral contraceptive gel wins Gates Foundation grant 
Eurekalert 

Nov. 9  

 
"A vaginal gel that affords both contraception and HIV protection using nanoparticles that carry 

bee venom is one of the bold, unconventional ideas that won a 2010 Grand Challenges 

Explorations grant from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation . . . "  
 
New Window Changes Tint Automatically When it Gets Hot 
Inhabitat.com 
Nov. 11 
Andrew Michler 
 
"Windows are one of the weakest points in a building's energy profile. While great gains 

http://www.foodmag.com.au/news/australia-investigates-new-technologies
http://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2010-11/poen-vir110310.php
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have been made over the last couple of decades, windows still have issues with 
allowing in heat when you don't need it - or cutting it off when you do." 
                                          
Saudi Arabia Investing in Nanotech for Desalination 
Green Prophet 
Nov. 12 
 
"The development of nanotech membranes for use in desalination is one of the new 
ideas Saudi Arabia's King Abdullah is considering to modernize the Kingdsom's [sic] 80-
year-old oil-powered desalination technology." 
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