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Nanotechnology 'not green enough' 
The Australian 

Nov. 16 

Leigh Dayton  

 

"NANOTECHNOLOGY is not the key to clean alternative energy, according to an international 

report released today by environmental group Friends of the Earth. 

Imaging tool may aid nanoelectronics by screening tiny tubes 
R&D Magazine 
Nov. 16 
 
"WEST LAFAYETTE, Ind. - Researchers have demonstrated a new imaging tool for 
rapidly screening structures called single-wall carbon nanotubes, possibly hastening 
their use in creating a new class of computers and electronics that are faster and 
consume less power than today's." 
 
Nanotechnology 'not green enough' 
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The Australian 
Nov. 17 
Leigh Dayton 
 
NANOTECHNOLOGY is not the key to clean alternative energy, according to an 
international report released today by environmental group Friends of the Earth. 
 
Stinky socks killing planet                 
The Herald Sun (Australia) 
Nov. 18 
Greg Thom 
 
"SMELLY socks are bad for the nose, but the cure is worse for the planet.             
 
Specially designed odour-killing socks may be a climate-change culprit, research has 
found." 
 
Australian scientist expresses concerns over nanosilver use 
Xinhua (China) 
Nov. 19 
 
"The risks that nanosilver poses to the environment need to be more stringently 
examined, said a new report partly conducted by Australian scientists published on 
Friday." 
 
Overcoming Misleading Nanotechnology Lists 
IEEE Spectrum Nanolclast blog 
Nov. 22 
Dexter Johnson 
 
"There seems to be an odd fascination for some experts, journalists and other assorted 
types to create lists when confronted with the topic of nanotechnology." 
 
'Invisibility cloak' researchers achieve a breakthrough by making piece of gold 
'disappear' 
Daily Mail (UK) 
Nov. 23 
 
"Harry Potter's 'invisibility cloak' is moving closer to reality thanks to breakthrough 
research started at London's Imperial College and backed by a 1.2 million [pound] 
research grant from Brussels." 
 
Also noted by National Journal. 
 
Carbon Nanotube Production Gets a Little Greener 
IEEE Spectrum Nanoclast blog 
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Nov. 23 
Dexter Johnson 
 
"No sooner do the Friends of Earth highlight how the production of nanomaterials 
probably consumes more energy than it saves, than research at MIT has demonstrated 
a method for producing carbon nanotubes that reduces emissions of harmful byproducts 
at least ten-fold and up to a factor of 100 and cuts the amount of energy used in half." 
 
For future Black Fridays: Cool concept phones 
Los Angeles Times 
Nov. 25 
 
"Before planning out all the gadgets and gizmos you're going to kick, elbow and push 
your way to on Friday, let's first look longingly at some of the sleek and space-age-
esque phone concepts that are nowhere near store shelves - yet." 
 
Odour-beating undies to the rescue 
Herald Sun (Australia) 
Nov. 26 
Greg Thom 
 
"AUSTRALIANS can now buy odour-trapping underwear designed to stop flatulence in 
its tracks."  
 
Case study: South Africa uses nanotech against TB 
The Southern Times (South Africa) 
Nov. 26 
Munyaradzi Makoni 
 
"Treating tuberculosis (TB) in developing countries is a problem. Patients struggle to 
stick to the routine of taking daily tuberculosis medication for months on end - 
particularly when they must travel long distances for a nurse to ensure they take the 
drugs. This and the side effects mean many give up before completing the course." 
 
Will a Flood of Tiny Sensors Help Us Cut Emissions? 
New York Times 
Nov. 26 
Saqib Rahim 
 
"Advances in information technology have some companies dreaming of a world abuzz 
with sensors, some of which could reduce carbon emissions." 
 
   

On Deck  

http://spectrum.ieee.org/nanoclast/semiconductors/nanotechnology/ngo-challenges-use-of-nanotechnology-in-alternative-energy-in-new-report
http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/technology/2010/11/for-future-black-fridays-cool-concept-phones.html
http://www.heraldsun.com.au/lifestyle/the-other-side/odour-beating-undies-to-the-rescue/story-e6frfhk6-1225961091886
http://www.southerntimesafrica.com/article.php?title=Case%20study:%20South%20Africa%20uses%20nanotech%20against%20TB&id=5266
http://www.nytimes.com/cwire/2010/11/29/29climatewire-will-a-flood-of-tiny-sensors-help-us-cut-emi-24286.html


What Local Sources are Reporting 

 
With paint, it's test or detest 
The News Journal (Delaware) 
Nov. 18 
Betsy Price 
 
Anne Ebaugh knew what she wanted: a nice, calming shade of yellow for one of the 
rooms in her day care. 
 

 
Report: Nano-Solutions Less 'Green' Than The Hype 
New Haven (CT) Independent 
Nov. 19 
Gwenyth K. Shaw 
 
"A new report from the environmental advocacy group Friends of the Earth takes aim at 
the promotion of nanotechnology as the 'green' answer to energy and climate issues. 
The group argues that nano-based solutions often use lots of energy, and that some 
pose potentially serious risks to the environment and people." 
 
Nanoparticles show promise for cancer treatment 
Medill Reports 
Nov. 19 
Sarah Plumridge 
 
"A Caltech researcher told an audience Thursday at Northwestern University about how 
nanoparticles can be delivered as a drug treatment for cancer." 
 
Finding secrets of small worlds 
Charlotte (NC) Observer 
Nov. 21 
Whitney L. J. Brown 
 
"RESEARCH TRIANGLE PARK  - Deep inside Duke Forest, 32 alternate universes sit 
in quiet rows. They look identical - each with a puddle, some land, a few plants." 
 
Also noted by Nanowerk. 
 
Students discover nanotechnology 
Mount Vernon (VA) News 
Nov. 23 
Pamela Schehl 
 
"COLUMBUS - Although nanites, lasers and manipulating individual human cells used 
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to be the stuff of science fiction, nanotechnology students from Mount Vernon High 
School are discovering that science fiction is now science fact." 
 
A Call For Stepping Up 'Risk Science' 
New Haven (CT) Independent 
Nov. 23 
Gwenyth K. Shaw 
 
"Andrew Maynard has been thinking about nanotechnology for a decade, both as a 
scientist and as a policy wonk. As he looks ahead at the next several decades, he says 
one of the most difficult problems lies in helping the public understand what scientists 
are even talking about - and what they should, and shouldn't, fear from the burgeoning 
field." 
 
Nanotech companies thrive in economic downturn 
Medill Reports 
Nov. 23 
Sarah Plumridge 
 
"While the economic downturn causes problems for local businesses, some companies 
have found a solution at a level so small it can only be seen using a specialized 
microscope." 
 
UI med researchers look to save soldiers' lives with nanotechnology 
Radio Iowa 
Nov. 25 
Matt Kelley 
 
"Researchers at the University of Iowa are studying new treatments to help heal soldiers 
who are wounded on the battlefield. Dr. Randy Kardon, a U-of-I professor of 
ophthalmology, says they're focused on getting more immediate care to stop the 
bleeding in troops who have specifically been wounded in explosions." 
 
Plunge into nanotechnology 
South Bend (IN) Tribune 
Nov. 25 
 
"Nanotechnology is making important advancements in this community 
with the help of the University of Notre Dame, Memorial Hospital, 
P-H-M schools and others. And though it may be difficult to fully understand 
the impact of the science now and in our future, it is important that our 
community be committed to learning about this technology that one day could 
be the foundation for future job growth." 
 
"Anticipatory Governance" For Carbon Nanotubes 
New Haven (CT) Independent 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/
http://news.medill.northwestern.edu/chicago/news.aspx?id=173619
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Nov. 26 
Gwenyth K. Shaw 
 
"Carbon nanotubes are rapidly emerging as the most prominent short-term concern in 
the exploding area of nanotechnology. In a new study, University of California, Berkeley 
researcher Mark Philbrick proposes one way to protect worker and public safety without 
waiting until regulators can get their arms around the entire field." 
 
Q&A: In search of greener carbon fuels 
Houston Chronicle 
Nov. 26 
Eric Berger 
 
"Although renewable energies are being developed, there's an increasing recognition in 
some academic circles that they're not coming fast enough to meet expanding global 
energy needs. In recognition that fossil fuels will be used for quite some time, Rice 
University has created a $1 million Green Carbon Center to study ways to use carbon-
based fuels in a more environmentally friendly manner. Two of the principal scientists 
behind the effort are celebrated nanotechnology researchers James Tour and Vicki 
Colvin. Science writer Eric Berger spoke with Colvin about the new center's creation." 

Nano Press  

What nano-centered publications are reporting 

  

Risk Analysis Review Says Carbon Nanotubes May Be Hazardous to Humans 
Azonano 
Nov. 17 
 
"While offering great promise in a host of new applications, carbon nanotubes (CNTs) 
could be harmful to humans and a new risk review suggests that product designers and 
others should provisionally treat CNTs 'as if they are hazardous.' " 
 
The Politics of Fear and Anti-Nanotechnology Activism 
Nanotechnology Now 
Nov. 17 
Don DiLoreto 
 
"In the fascinating world of politics, Tea Party activists have gained a reputation by 
claiming to possess the ability to solve complex social issues with simplistic solutions. 
At times the solutions appear to make sense but the basis for the solutions is often 
grounded in misrepresentations, half-truths and a basic disregard for facts. This 
philosophy is not restricted to day-to-day politics as seen by an ever-growing campaign 
of anti-nanotechnology initiatives." 
 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/j.1539-6924.2010.01445.x/abstract
http://www.chron.com/disp/story.mpl/metropolitan/7313947.html
http://www.azonano.com/news.asp?newsID=20564
http://www.nanotech-now.com/columns/?article=498


Blowing hot air - how not to criticize nanotechnology 
Nanowerk 
Nov. 18 
 
Friends of the Earth (FoE) have just published a new report titled "Nanotechnology, 
climate and energy: over-heated promises and hot air?" As usual, the 'good cop, bad 
cop' team that writes this kind of document was at its best again. On one hand, there is 
a lot of really good information in this report, well researched and referenced, and it 
provides a very useful overview of what's going on in nanotechnology research and 
development in the climate/renewables fields - albeit with a very negative spin on it. 
 
New Study Examines Nanoparticles' Effects on Plant Life 
Azonano 
Nov. 19 
Cameron Chai 
 
"Nanotechnology may promise miracles for humans, but it seems that it spells death for 
plants. There have been fascinating reports on how researchers are using particles that 
are 1/100,000 the width of a human hair to deliver drugs to specific cells in the body." 
 
Detecting cancer with the prick of a finger  
Nanowerk 
Nov. 19 
 
"Researchers at BYU have created a micro device that could both decrease the amount 
of blood and time needed to test for cancer-markers in a patient's blood." 
 
Report suggests more rigorous assessment of nanosilver use 
PhysOrg 
Nov. 23 
 
"A new report published in the journal Science suggests the risks to the environment of 
nanosilver used in consumer goods should be examined more stringently." 
 
New YouTube videos explain graphene for the baffled 
Nanowerk 
Nov. 24 
 
"With the aid of science video communication charity, The Vega Science Trust, COST 
Action MP0901 'NanoTP' has produced two short videos explaining graphene and its 
amazing properties. The videos are written and presented by Jonathan Hare, and show 
how amazingly graphene can be produced using just a pencil and some sticky tape." 
[Video 1, 2] 
 

Magnetic Field Directs Nanoparticles to Tumors 
Nanotechnology now 
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Nov. 26 
 
"To improve the tumor-specific delivery of drug to tumors, a team of investigators from 
the University of California, San Diego (UCSD) has created a system of nanoparticles-
within-a-nanoparticle that can be directed to and concentrated at the site of tumor using 
a magnetic field. Once at the tumor site, radiofrequency irradiation triggers drug release 
from the nanoparticles, bathing the tumors in drug and markedly reducing the growth of 
the tumors." 

Other (science) issues related to nanotechnology 

University Analysis Suggests Limiting Exposure to Carbon Nanotubes  
Newswise 
Nov. 16 
 
"While offering great promise in a host of new applications, carbon nanotubes (CNTs) 
could be harmful to humans and a new risk review suggests that product designers and 
others should provisionally treat CNTs 'as if' they are hazardous." 

 

Nanotechnology: A dead end for plant cells? 
Eurekalert 
Nov. 17 
Richard Hund 
 
"Using particles that are 1/100,000 the width of a human hair to deliver drugs to cells or 
assist plants in fighting off pests may sound like something out of a science fiction 
movie, but these scenarios may be a common occurrence in the near future." 
 

Nanochemistry: Who Owns It ? 
Materials Views 
Nov. 17 
Geoffrey Ozin 
 
"What isn't chemistry? Nearly everything in the world around us is made from chemicals 
and chemistry pervades the physical, life and applied sciences and is often termed 'the 
central science'. Synthetic chemistry is certainly playing a central role in modern 
nanochemistry, the hallmark of which is a bottom-up synthetic approach to nanoscale 
building blocks made from inorganic, organic and polymeric materials and composites 
thereof. And nanochemistry is playing a central role in nanoscience and nanotechnology 
as evidenced by the disruptive effect it is having on basic and directed research 
emerging across the disciplines of physics, materials science, engineering, biology and 
medicine." 
 
Tattoos that improve health 
Northwestern University 
Nov. 19 
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"Heather Clark isn't your average tattoo artist. She won't take requests, and her tattoos 
won't be permanent. They won't even make people look hip - but they will keep them 
healthier." 
 
Industry and activists clash over environmental footprint of nanotechnology 
The Ecologist 
Nov. 25 
Kara Moses 
 
"Conflict grows between green campaigners and the nanotechnology sector following 
publication of a critical Friends of the Earth report into the industry's environmental 
impacts." 
 
Nano definition raises as many questions as it answers 
Food Manufacture (UK) 
Nov. 25 
Elaine Watson 
 
"The Institute of Food Science and Technology (IFST) has welcomed moves by the 
European Commission (EC) to develop a definition of nanomaterials for regulatory 
purposes, but raised some concerns about the draft definition currently out for 
consultation." 
 
Cinnamon can replace harmful chemicals used to create nanoparticles 
Eurekalert 
Nov. 26 
 
"Gold nanoparticles, tiny pieces of gold so small that they can't be seen by the naked 
eye, are used in electronics, healthcare products and as pharmaceuticals to fight 
cancer. Despite their positive uses, the process to make the nanoparticles requires 
dangerous and extremely toxic chemicals. While the nanotechnology industry is 
expected to produce large quantities of nanoparticles in the near future, researchers 
have been worried about the environmental impact of the global nanotechnological 
revolution." 
 
Also noted by Popular Science, DailyTech. 
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