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September 15, 2008

Nanoparticles Get Nanoregulation

Little Particles are Big Business, but Safety Could Slip Through FDA Sieve

No one expects the federal bureaucracy to move quickly. To paraphrase the old Willie Dixon song, the government is built for comfort, not for speed. And okay, the bureaucracy is bound to appear especially sluggish when compared to the speed of scientific progress.

But there was something especially stultifying last week about the Food and Drug Administration’s latest effort to figure out how to protect the public from foods, drugs, cosmetics, and other products spiked with nanotech ingredients. A sleepy fog suffused the Rockville, MD meeting rooms where agency officials listened all day to scientists, policy experts, and consumer advocates. One could not help but wonder how many new nano-laced products had made their way onto supermarket shelves that day while the grinding wheels of the federal oversight machine ground around in their grinding grindiness.

http://www.scienceprogress.org/2008/09/nanoparticles-get-nanoregulation/
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September 16, 2008

Water Purification Down The Nanotubes: Could Nanotechnology Solve The Water Crisis?

Nanotechnology could be the answer to ensuring a safe supply of drinking water for regions of the world stricken by periodic drought or where water contamination is rife. Writing in the International Journal of Nuclear Desalination, researchers in India explain how carbon nanotubes could replace conventional materials in water-purification systems.

Water shortages and lack of access to safe drinking water will continue to grow as major global problems. At present, more than one billion people lack access to safe drinking water and 2.4 billion people lack access to proper sanitation, nearly all of them in the developing countries. At present a third of the world's population live in water-stressed countries, and by 2025, this is expected to rise to two-thirds.

S. Kar, R.C. Bindal, S. Prabhakar, P.K. Tewari, K. Dasgupta, and D. Sathiyamoorthy of the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre (BARC) in Mumbai, India, explain how new water purification technologies are constantly being investigated but to be viable in the developing world these have to be relatively simple and inexpensive to install, operate, and maintain.

http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2008/09/080915105731.htm
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September 22, 2008

Safety authority urges research into nanotechnology's use in food sector

Research into the risks of using nanotechnology in food is "urgently" needed before products containing food manipulating particles hit the Irish market, the Food Safety Authority of Ireland (FSAI) has said.

Little is known about the effects on the human body or the environment of this emerging food science and regulation of the industry is "deficient" a new FSAI report has found.

…No foods currently on the Irish market use nanotechnology, the FSAI said, but "policies should be devised now in advance of their arrival".

http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/ireland/2008/0922/1221998221917.html
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September 17, 2008

NSF and EPA Establish Two Centers for Environmental Implications of Nanotechnology
The National Science Foundation (NSF) and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) have made awards to establish two Centers for the Environmental Implications of Nanotechnology (CEIN).

The centers, led by UCLA and Duke University, will study how nanomaterials interact with the environment and with living systems, and will translate this knowledge into risk assessment and mitigation strategies useful in the development of nanotechnology.

"The new centers will provide national and international leadership in the emerging field of environmental nanoscience," said Arden L. Bement, Jr., NSF director. "This is an important addition to the National Nanotechnology Initiative, and builds on earlier discoveries on the environmental implications of nanotechnology made since 2001, when NSF's Center for Biological and Environmental Nanotechnology was established. The new centers are aimed at strengthening our nation's commitment to research on the environmental, health and safety implications of nanomaterials."

http://www.nsf.gov/news/news_summ.jsp?cntn_id=112234&org=NSF&from=news
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September 17, 2008

Obama Versus McCain, On Science

The presidential candidates have already weighed in on key tech policy issues, but what about science? 

Science Debate 2008, a group backed by the American Association for the Advancement of Science, the Council on Competitiveness, the National Academy of Sciences, and the National Academy of Engineering sent more than a dozen science-related questions to Sens. John McCain and Barack Obama, and posted the results on their Web site this week. 

…McCain also pledged to eliminate earmarks and put the extra funds toward science and technology investments, including emerging fields like nanotechnology and biotechnology.

McCain also pledged to eliminate earmarks and put the extra funds toward science and technology investments, including emerging fields like nanotechnology and biotechnology.
http://www.pcmag.com/article2/0,2817,2330569,00.asp
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September 19, 2008

CENARIOS on track to become global nanotechnology safety standard

In the context of the 4th NanoRegulation Conference from September 16-17 in St.Gallen (Switzerland), the globally active certification company TÜV SÜD Industrie Service GmbH presented the CENARIOS® certification standard. The first and only nano safety standard with certificate worldwide brings transparency and safety for companies, authorities, investors and consumers. 

At the 4th International NanoRegulation Conference 2008 in St.Gallen, Dr. Peter Langer, CEO of TÜV SÜD Industrie Service GmbH presented the certification standard for the first nano safety label (CENARIOS® = Certifiable nanospecific Risk Management and Monitoring System). 

With the publication of the standard, one of the biggest globally active certification companies defines the requirements for safety and transparency in the handling of nanomaterials. The CENARIOS® certificate can be used by producers, processors, retailers and recyclers of nanomaterials and applicable globally.
http://www.nanowerk.com/news/newsid=7347.php
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